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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE SISTER CITIES
OF OXNARD, CALIFORNIA AND
OCOTLAN, JALISCO, MEXICO

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2014

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the Cities of Oxnard,
California, and Ocotlan, Jalisco, Mexico, as
they celebrate fifty years of mutually beneficial
cooperation and friendship through the Sister
City Program.

Officially chartered by the United States—
Mexico Sister Cities Association in 1964, the
partnership between Oxnard and Ocotlan is
one of the longest continuous Sister City rela-
tionships. As we reflect on fifty years of har-
monious interaction, it is clear that the cities
have been successful in their original mission
to promote good will, friendship, and mutual
understanding. These many years of wel-
coming cooperation between the two cities
have built a strong foundation of reciprocal ad-
miration and respect between people and
communities of different countries.

Throughout the last fifty years, the Sister
City program has established strong eco-
nomic, educational, and cultural bonds, bene-
fitting the people of both Oxnard and Ocotlan
alike. The Sister City Committee has facilitated
many donations of safety equipment, medical
supplies, library books, and even three fire
trucks, which provided the City of Ocotlan with
the ability to establish its first fire department.
When disaster struck Ocotlan after the 1992
earthquake, the City of Oxnard gladly assisted
in emergency fundraising efforts.

The Sister City program has also extended
many opportunities benefitting students from
both cities. Ocotlan students participated in
the Oxnard Union High School District's base-
ball tournaments in 1988 and 1989, and stu-
dents in the Oxnard High School Band trav-
eled to Ocotlan in 1993 and 1996 to help the
city establish its first marching band. The pro-
gram certainly deserves commendation for the
investments it has made in the futures of
these students.

| would like to recognize all members of the
Oxnard Sister City Committee, including Offi-
cers: Mary Anne Rooney, President; Debra
Cordes, Vice President; JoAnn Oliveras, Sec-
retary; and Teresa Ramos, Treasurer; and Di-
rectors: Allison Cordes; Marsha Cordes; Do-
rian Guerrero; Priscilla Herrera; Adela L. Lam-
bert; and Ben Wada.

| would also like to recognize all members
of the Ocotlan Sister City Committee, including
Officers: Jorge Mario Pérez, Presidente;
Everardo Santos Ramos, Tesorero; and
Jacinto Rodriguez, Rel. Publicas.

| want to congratulate the Cities of Oxnard
and Ocotlan on this momentous occasion and
look forward to the future accomplishments
and successes that this relationship will foster.

INTERACTION

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2014

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Amarech
Mana is a 28-year old mother living in a small
Ethiopian village, hundreds of miles from the
capital. She does her best to care for her sick
child who is crying out in pain. She knows he
needs water to survive, but she worries that
the very water she uses to quench his thirst is
filled with the very bugs that made him sick in
the first place. This story is an all too common
one when 884 million people around the world
do not have access to clean water.

Coordinating and uniting the action of over
180 organizations, InterAction is helping poor
people like Amarech around the world. Inter-
Action is working to encourage transparency
on foreign aid projects. InterAction’s NGO Map
collects project-level information to dissemi-
nate to donors, businesses, government, and
the public. It is also working to push for new
laws that require tougher evaluations of for-
eign aid projects. If we are not evaluating
projects than we do not know what is sustain-
able or even making a difference over the
short term.

InterAction’s mission is to uphold human
rights and ensure human dignity for the poor.
It knows that the best way to accomplish this
mission is to focus on sustainability. For ex-
ample, InterAction not only helps dig wells to
give poor people clean water but then teaches
individuals how to fix the well when it breaks.
This gives them the skills and opportunity to
improve their own standard of living, long after
InterAction and its partners are gone.

Water, sanitation, and hygiene are just
some of the issues that InterAction addresses
to improve the quality of life in the world’s
poorest communities.

At the end of the day, InterAction doesn’t
just improve the social and economic cir-
cumstances of the poor. It gives hope.
Amarech Mana once feared for her son’s life.
Now she can hold him and enjoy the clean
water supply provided by Concern Worldwide,
a partner in the InterAction nonprofit commu-
nity. The water supply serves 1,000 house-
holds in the area.

Children no longer have to trek for hours to
get water before going to school. And they
don’t have to miss countless days of school
due to dehydration or dysentery. InterAction is
a testament to the positive change U.S.-based
NGO partnerships are making throughout the
world. | look forward to working with Inter-
Action to ensure our foreign aid is transparent
and rigorously evaluated so our taxpayer dol-
lars can make a meaningful and lasting dif-
ference.

And that’s just the way it is.

IN HONOR OF JOYCE STEVENS
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2014

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the House’s attention the wonderful work of a
California resident, Joyce Stevens. She is an
environmentalist for all seasons and has done
more in her quiet manner than any other sin-
gle person in our community. She was a lead-
ing figure in the creation of the Big Sur Land
Trust, the Monterey Bay State Seashore, the
Fort Ord Beach State Park lands and numer-
ous local parks and sanctuary lands protec-
tions. The residents of and visitors to the Mon-
terey Bay region have Joyce to thank in no
small way for the natural beauty they enjoy.

Joyce was born in Seattle, Washington in
1927. She graduated from the University of
Washington in 1954 with a degree in architec-
ture. Encountering gender discrimination in
this “man’s field,” and looking at the experi-
ences of female civilians working for the gov-
ernment, she decided that she would be
happier in that environment. As a single moth-
er, she moved to Carmel, California in 1962
and took a job as Post Engineer at Fort Ord,
working there until her retirement more than
20 years later.

One of Joyce’s proudest achievements was
designing the Post Chapel at Fort Hunter
Liggett. It is located near the Hacienda, which
was designed by another female California ar-
chitect, Julia Morgan. She also convinced
(pestered, actually) the army into protecting
some rare native plant habitat at Fort Ord. Be-
cause of her persistence she had the satisfac-
tion of seeing Fort Ord receive ecology
awards.

Joyce’s commitment to the community is un-
paralleled. She appointed herself full-time ac-
tivist to save everything we all love about the
Monterey Peninsula. As chair of the Ventana
Chapter of the Sierra Club, she was devoted
to protecting our local natural setting. She
served on the Board of Trustees of Big Sur
Land Trust, which is dedicated to preserving
the wild lands of Big Sur. Joyce joined Pine
Watch to educate people about the signifi-
cance of our native Monterey Pine Forest, with
the goal of creating a Monterey Pine State
Park. She also created the Hatton Canyon Co-
alition to preserve the scenic beauty of Carmel
and the canyon. But of all her work, my per-
sonal favorite was the time she spent with my
father, the late State Senator Fred Farr, in
forming the Odello Land Acquisition Fund, or
OLAF, to preserve the open space at the
mouth of the Carmel River. That land now
forms the heart of Carmel River State Park.

For over 20 years Joyce served on the Car-
mel Area Wastewater District. She became
known as the “Sewer Queen” for her work to
save the Carmel River by encouraging the in-
creased use of treated wastewater and thus
reduce pumping from the river. She formed
the Dunes Coalition to save the Monterey Bay
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